Saturday, October 19, 7:30 am
Ivoryton Village Green

Saturday, December 14, 10 am

Ivoryton Pumpkin Chase
This race is supported by the Essex Land Trust, and
benefits the Ivoryton Library and its programs. The 5K
race course winds through Ivoryton Village and the
Essex Land Trust's Falls River Preserve. 5K prizes awarded
in 10 age groups. Runners 8 and under running in the
Kids' Fun Run will be given medals and invited to stay
for craft and story time. Registration begins at the
Ivoryton Village green at 7:30 am. Race Starts at 8:45 am
for children and at 9:15 for adults. Parking in designated
lots. Rain or shine.

The Essex Land Trust Mission
The Land Trust acquires open space by gift or purchase in
order to protect the environment, to preserve the small
town character of Essex and to provide the community
with passive recreational and educational opportunities.
The Land Trust conserves wildlife habitats, forests, fields,
rivers, wetlands and scenic views by maintaining properties
in a natural state now and forever.
The Essex Land Trust is an independent, non-profit
organization supported by donations and managed by
volunteers.

Saturday, October 26, 6 pm
Johnson Farm, Walnut Street, Ivoryton
Stargazing with the New Haven Astronomical Society

Anyone who would like to be on our volunteer roster
should contact our volunteer coordinator Judy Saunders
at judith.saunders@comcast.net or by calling 860-581-8108.

Join us for this unique opportunity to learn what we
see in the late October skies during the New Moon.
Experts from the New Haven Astronomical Society will
bring telescopes for us to observe the stars, deep sky
galaxies, nebula and clusters close-up. Maybe even
Saturn before it sets. All ages welcome. Parking in
designated location at the farm. Rain date: October 27.

For more information about the Essex Land Trust and
these events, please visit our website at
www.essexlandtrust.org. or email info@essexlandtrust.org.
Essex Land Trust Properties and Trails

Saturday, November 16, 9am
Cross Lots Preserve, 40 West Avenue, Essex
Year-end hike at Woodja Hill Preserve
This 18.5 acres of ridge property was purchased in 2018
and overlooks the Connecticut River, connecting with 3
other properties: Doanes’ Woods, James Glen and Lyons
Woods (Deep River Land Trust) for a total of 50-acre
green way. The wildlife habitats include open field,
upland forest, forested wetland and a beaver pond.
This property has been used as pasture land and has
many stonewalls and several large rock outcroppings.
It is home to beavers, duck, Little Green Heron, owls and
even flying squirrels. The trees are mostly hardwood.
Entrances to the property are from Oxbow Lane in Essex
and Meadow Woods Road in Deep River. There is also
access from Doanes' Woods off of Navy Lane and James
Glen off of Hudson Lane. For this hike, please join us at
the parking lot located at end of Oxbow Lane.
Cross Lots Fall Clean-up
Cross Lots lovers and dog walkers join us in putting this
Land Trust preserve to bed for the winter, get a mild
workout and connect with your neighbors in a beautiful
setting, including our butterfly garden. Refreshments
will be provided. Please bring rakes, blowers and tarps.
Families welcome. Rain date: Sunday, November 17.

2019
Calendar
of Events

Since its founding in 1968, the Land Trust has helped
preserve over 1000 acres of open space, of which it owns
or holds under easement approximately 650 acres.
We invite all of the community to enjoy our 23 preserves,
many along the spectacular waterfronts of the Connecticut
and Falls Rivers. Properties are open sunrise to sunset and
we encourage everyone to enjoy these open spaces to
experience the natural beauty and diversity of the Essex
community.
To learn more about the Essex Land Trust, programs,
properties, and to download trails maps, visit us at
www.essexlandtrust.org or contact us at
info@essexlandtrust.org.
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ESSEX LAND TRUST
2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
January 1 - February 28, 2019
Land Trusts Photo Contest
Amateur photographers of all ages are invited to submit your favorite photos taken in East Haddam, Essex,
Lyme, Old Lyme, Old Saybrook and Salem Land Trust
Properties, Scenic Landscapes, Wildlife, Plants, and
Cultural/Historic locations. Includes Youth and Black
& White categories. For contest rules, entry forms
and other details visit: landtrustsphotocontest.org.
An exhibit reception of all entries and announcement
of winners will be held in April 2019.
Thursday, January 10, 7 pm
Essex Town Hall, 29 West Avenue

Saturday, February 2, 12 pm
Essex Town Hall Parking Lot, 29 West Avenue
Winter Raptors Field Trip
Eagles, Hawks, and Owls: an outing to search for birds of
prey that winter in our region. Several types of raptors may
be seen, among many other wintering birds. Novice and
advanced birdwatchers are welcome. Led by ELT's Jim
Denham and Andrew Griswold of CT Audubon. Bring a
bag lunch, binoculars, boots and warm clothes. Two vans
are available to seat the first 14 people who sign up.
Limited additional space may be also available. To reserve,
please call Jim Denham at 860-876-0360 or email at
info@essexlandtrust.org by January 26. Inclement
weather cancels.
Thursday, February 7, 7 pm
Essex Town Hall, 29 West Avenue
The Archaeology Road Show
A presentation by Gary Nolf, a retired school administrator
and educator, and a self-taught archaeologist who will
display Native American artifacts and demonstrate the
use of several artifacts, particularly the atlatl. As a longstanding member and first President of the Friends of the
Office of Archaeology, he volunteers to provide education
about local Native American traditions. All ages are
welcome to learn about this fascinating topic. Co-sponsored
by Potapaug Audubon.

Horizon Wings Live Raptors Presentation
Mary Beth Kaeser, founder of Horizon Wings Rehabilitation
will bring live raptors that can no longer return to the
wild and talk about their individual histories, their
natural environment in CT and what can be done to
preserve their habitats. This event is co-sponsored with
Potapaug Audubon and will be an educational
experience for all ages.
Thursday, January 24, 7 pm
Essex Town Hall, 29 West Avenue
Amphibian habitat in CT: Is there enough for
populations to persist?
Dr. Tracy Rittenhouse, an Associate Professor in the
Department of Natural Resources and the Environment
at UCONN will define amphibian habitat and discuss
whether or not there is enough habitat in Connecticut
to maintain amphibian population for future generations. Learn about amphibian habitat and improve
your understanding of habitat in general. Dr. Tracy has
a BS from University of Wisconsin-Madison and MS and
PhD from University of Missouri-Columbia. She studies
where wild animals live and how they travel through
habitats. Snow date January 29.

Thursday, April 11, 5:30 pm
Essex Meadows, 30 Bokum Road

Monday, March 4, 2 pm
Essex Town Hall Auditorium,
29 West Avenue
Live Owls!
A live presentation by
Kim Hargrave from the
Denison Pequotsepos Nature
Center of Mystic. All ages are
invited to learn about owls,
their habitats and conservation
efforts by this organization.
Not to be missed.
Co-sponsored with the Essex
Garden Club.
Saturday, March 23, 10am
Canfield Meadow Woods, Book Hill Rd. entrance
Collectible Creatures Walk
Celebrate the arrival of spring by taking the whole family
on this unique nature walk in search of collectible art
stones hidden along the trail. Each stone portrays a creature
who lives in Canfield-Meadow Woods and provides a special
code for discovering more about them on the Essex Land
Trust website. Rain/snow date: March 30. Led and created
by ELT volunteers Stephanie Gatto and Susan Scott.

Saturday, June 22, 2 pm
Canoe/Kayak Trip North Cove and Falls River
Meet at the public Boat Launch, foot of Bushnell St. off
of No. Main St. Bring your own boat for an early summer
kayak/canoe trip into peaceful North Cove and Falls
River, led by Phil Miller. See abundant wildlife and
revisit the history of this waterway where many of
Essex's colonial ships were built. Participants should
register on site and launch their boats prior to the 2
pm departure. A safety boat will accompany. Bad
weather cancels.
Saturday June 22, 5:30 pm
Concert in the Town Park

Essex Land Trust Annual Meeting
Join us for ELT's festive cocktail party and annual meeting.
Light food will be served. Tickets ($30) for the buffet
(5:30-6:30) will be available at the door. Business meeting
and presentation that follow are free to all. Non-members
welcome.
Tuesday, April 23, 7 pm
Essex Town Hall Auditorium, 29 West Avenue
Edible Mushrooms for the Table
Meet the Mushroom Detective, Dr. Terry Doyle, to learn
about the “bad actors” and the edible mushrooms.
A Canadian now living in Killingworth, Dr. Doyle is a
research chemist who has worked in the pharmaceutical
industry. After being introduced to mushroom hunting
by a microbiologist friend he has been collecting and
eating mushrooms since 1975.

Join us at the Essex Main Street Park for a summer BYO
beverages/picnic and concert by River of Dreams Band –
A Tribute to Billy Joel. Bring chairs, blankets. Relax or
dance! Bad weather cancels.

Saturday, May 4, 1-3 pm
Eagle Landing State Park, Haddam

Saturday, July 13, 3 pm
Osage Trail Head, Foxboro Point Rd.

Geology Cruise with Ralph Lewis on River Quest

Osage Trails and the Williams Complex and Shipyard

Back by popular demand, Ralph Lewis, former CT State
Geologist will lead our Spring trip down the CT River to
explore ancient geological formations. BYO picnic/beverage. Reservations required: $30/person. Limited space
available. Save your seat by emailing Judy Saunders:
judith.saunders@comcast.net.
Saturday, May 18, 8:30 am
Essex Meadows, 30 Bokum Road
Birding and Nature Walk
ELT Board member and birder, Jim Denham will lead a 1-2
hour walk through Essex Meadows' woods to explore the
peak bird migration and breeding season. You will see
and hear dozens of species around this diverse landscape.
All levels of knowledge are welcome. Refreshments
provided at the conclusion of the walk, courtesy of Essex
Meadows. Bad weather cancels.

Join members of the Essex Land Trust and Essex Historical
Society Follow the Falls team who will describe the
history of the Osage Trails property and its connection
with the Williams family complex and shipyard. Learn
about the various industries which were located in Falls
River Cove starting in the late 1600s culminating in a
ship-building industry that survived until the 1840s.
Saturday, September 14, 9:30 am
Kayak Trip on the Lieutenant River
Join ELT expert kayakers at the Ferry Landing State
Park off of Ferry Rd. in Old Lyme. Paddle briefly up the
CT River to enter the Lieutenant River for a 2.5-hour
trip. Enjoy passing the Florence Griswold Museum and
seeing the beauty of this river up close. Intermediate
skill level required. Inclement weather will postpone
event to September 28.

