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Essex Land Trust Earns National Recognition
Strong Commitment to Public Trust and Conservation Excellence
Essex, Connecticut (August 26, 2019) – One thing that unites us as a nation is land: Americans strongly
support saving the open spaces they love. Since 1968 the Essex Land Trust has been doing just that for
the people of Essex. Now the Essex Land Trust announced it has achieved national recognition –
joining a network of over 400 accredited land trusts across the nation that have demonstrated their
commitment to professional excellence and to maintaining the public’s trust in their work.
“Accreditation gives the Essex Land Trust the opportunity to commit itself to the highest standards of
conservation excellence while it pursues its mission of protecting the environment and the small-town
character of the Town’s three villages, Essex, Centerbrook and Ivoryton,” said Nancy Rambeau, the
land trust’s President. “The rigorous accreditation process ensures that the land trust’s effort to
preserve our community’s open space and natural resources will benefit both current and future
generations.”
The Essex Land Trust provided extensive documentation and was subject to a comprehensive thirdparty evaluation prior to achieving this distinction. The Land Trust Accreditation Commission awarded
accreditation, signifying its confidence that Essex Land Trust’s lands will be protected forever.
Accredited land trusts steward almost 20 million acres of land – the size of Vermont, New Hampshire,
Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island combined.
Essex’s privileged location in the lower Connecticut River Valley gives it a responsibility in providing
long-term stewardship for its portion of what The Nature Conservancy has identified as “One of the
Last Great Places in the Western Hemisphere.” Owning a total of 650 acres, the land trust has pursued
a strategy of acquiring open space that expands habitat corridors, thereby enhancing the potential for
plant and wildlife diversity.
“It is exciting to recognize the Essex Land Trust with this national mark of distinction,” said Tammara
Van Ryn, executive director of the Commission. “Donors and partners can trust the more than 400
accredited land trusts across the country are united behind strong standards and have demonstrated
sound finances, ethical conduct, responsible governance, and lasting stewardship.”

Essex Land Trust is one of 1,363 land trusts across the United States according to the Land Trust
Alliance’s most recent National Land Trust Census. A complete list of accredited land trusts and more
information about the process and benefits can be found at www.landtrustaccreditation.org.
About the Essex Land Trust
The Essex Land Trust is an independent nonprofit organization supported by generous donations and
managed by a dedicated group of volunteers. Its Vision is to preserve our community’s open space
and natural resources for the benefit of future generations.
To this end our Mission is to acquire open space by gift or purchase and to protect the environment
and the small-town character of the three villages, Essex, Centerbrook and Ivoryton, which comprise
the town of Essex and to provide our community with passive recreational and educational
opportunities.
To fulfill these objectives the Land Trust conserves wildlife habitats, forests, fields, rivers, wetlands
and scenic views by maintaining properties in a natural state.
About the Land Trust Accreditation Commission
The Land Trust Accreditation Commission inspires excellence, promotes public trust and ensures
permanence in the conservation of open lands by recognizing organizations that meet rigorous quality
standards and strive for continuous improvement. The Commission, established in 2006 as an
independent program of the Land Trust Alliance, is governed by a volunteer board of diverse land
conservation and nonprofit management experts. For more, visit www.landtrustaccreditation.org.
About the Land Trust Alliance
Founded in 1982, the Land Trust Alliance is a national land conservation organization that works to
save the places people need and love by strengthening land conservation across America. The Alliance
represents 1,000-member land trusts supported by more than 200,000 volunteers and 4.6 million
members nationwide. The Alliance is based in Washington, D.C., and operates several regional offices.
The Alliance’s leadership serves the entire land trust community—our work in the nation’s capital
represents the policy priorities of land conservationists from every state; our education programs
improve and empower land trusts from Maine to Alaska; and our comprehensive vision for the future
of land conservation includes new partners, new programs and new priorities. Connect with us online
at www.landtrustalliance.org.
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