Saturday, September 19, 10 am
Read Hill Street, Ivoryton
Golden Meadow Hike at Johnson Farm
Enjoy the pleasure of discovering the new pollinators'
meadow at Johnson Farm, a 49-acre property of fields
and forest in Ivoryton. The new field of golden rod,
a resplendent yellow, providing a natural resource for
many bees, butterflies, moths and dragonflies, is well
worth the visit. Leashed dogs are welcome. Gather at
the parking lot on Read Hill Street, off of Comstock Rd.
Bad weather cancels.

Thursday, October 22, 7 pm
Essex Town Hall, 29 West Avenue
Bats: Their Lives and Lore
Just in time for Halloween, Master Wildlife Conservationist
Maureen Heidtmann, will provide an overview of bats of
the world, with an emphasis on our local species. She will
talk about the persisting myths and misconceptions about
these fascinating creatures, the many roles bats play to
ensure a healthy planet, and the perils bats face in their
struggle for survival. One or two non-releasable bat associates
will accompany Maureen to help with the presentation.
November Property Clean-ups
Please bring rakes, blowers and tarps. Families welcome.
Dress warmly. Refreshments provided.
Saturday, November 7, 9 am
Osage Trails, Foxboro Point Road
Rain Date: Sunday, November 8
Saturday, November 14, 9 am
Cross Lots, 40 West Avenue
Rain Date: Sunday, November 15

The Land Trust conserves wildlife habitats, forests,
fields, rivers, wetlands and scenic views by maintaining
properties in a natural state now and forever.
The Essex Land Trust is an independent, non-profit
organization supported by donations and managed
by volunteers.
Anyone who would like to be on our volunteer roster
should contact our volunteer coordinator Jeff Croyle
at croylejeff@gmail.com or by calling 845-323-0039.
For more information about the Essex Land Trust
and these events, please visit our website at
www.essexlandtrust.org
or email info@essexlandtrust.org.
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Saturday, November 21, 7 pm
Johnson Farm, Walnut Street, Ivoryton
Stargazing with the New Haven Astronomical Society
Join us for this unique opportunity to learn what we see
in late November skies. Experts from the New Haven
Astronomical Society will bring telescopes for us to
observe the stars, deep sky galaxies, nebula and clusters
close-up. Maybe the moon and some planets. All ages
welcome. Parking in designated location at the farm.
Rain date November 22.
Saturday, December 12, 10 am
Plains Road Entrance behind Essex Financial
Year-End Hike at Windswept Ridge
Revisit this unique and expanded property which has gone
from a neighborhood property to a large preserve stretching
47 acres from Ivoryton to Essex. Trails traverse the ridges,
ravines and wetlands of this very special property. All
ages welcome. Boots recommended. Rain cancels.
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The Land Trust acquires open space by gift or purchase
in order to protect the environment, to preserve the
small town character of Essex and to provide the
community with passive recreational and educational
opportunities.

Become a member and supporter of the Essex Land
Trust. All new members receive a free copy of the
2019 Preserves & Trail Guide, a 48-page, full color,
detailed description of all preserves including updated
trail maps.

Saturday, October 17, 7:30 am
Ivoryton Village Green
Ivoryton Pumpkin Chase
Supported by the Essex Land Trust, this race benefits
the Ivoryton Library and its programs. The 5K race
course winds through Ivoryton Village and the Essex
Land Trust's Falls River Preserve. 5K prizes will be
awarded to 10 age groups. Runners 8 and under
running in the Kids' Fun Run will be given medals
and invited to stay for craft and story time. Registration
begins at the Ivoryton Village green at 7:30 am. Race
starts at 8:45 am for children and at 9:15 for adults.
Parking in designated lots. Rain or shine.

The Essex Land Trust Mission

Since its founding in 1968, the Land Trust has helped
preserve over 1000 acres of open space, of which it
owns or holds under easement approximately 650
acres. We invite all of the community to enjoy our 23
preserves, many along the spectacular waterfronts of
the Connecticut and Falls Rivers. Properties are open
sunrise to sunset and we encourage everyone to
enjoy these open spaces to experience the natural
beauty and diversity of the Essex community.
To learn more about the Essex Land Trust, programs,
properties, and to download trails maps, visit us at
www.essexlandtrust.org or contact us at
info@essexlandtrust.org.

The Essex Land Trust
P.O. Box 373, Essex CT 06426
Printing of Essex Land Trust Calendar of Events is
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ESSEX LAND TRUST
2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
The Essex Land Trust annually organizes a calendar
of diverse events including hikes, lectures, nature
talks/walks, canoeing and kayaking trips, some
featuring expert guest speakers and knowledgeable
naturalists. These events are free and open to the
general public.
Thursday, January 23, 7pm
Essex Town Hall, 29 West Avenue
What is The Blue Plan?
Christian Fox, the Coordinator for The Nature
Conservancy-Connecticut’s Long Island Sound Blue Plan
Outreach, will make a presentation about The Blue
Plan, reviewing the plan and the policies it contains.
He will walk participants through the use of the online
map viewer and states: “The Blue Plan will protect
ecologically important areas and the existing waterdependent uses of Long Island Sound. The Plan provides
information, guidance, and tools that regulators, project
applicants, and the general public can use when planning
for the Sound’s future. Snow date: January 28.

Saturday, February 29, 4pm
Essex Library, 33 West Avenue

Saturday, June 13, 2 pm
Public Boat Launch, Essex Town Park

An Introduction to the Essex Land Trust
Jeff Croyle recently joined the ELT Board of Directors as
Chair of the Nominating Committee. He is Steward for
Windswept Ridge, manages the land trust Volunteers
and identifies potential Stewards. He will provide an
overview of the Essex Land Trust's mission and accomplishments, its 2020 calendar of events and available
volunteer opportunities. His presentation will highlight
ELT properties with a focus on its larger preserves.
Co-sponsored with the Essex Library.

Canoe/Kayak Trip to South Cove

Saturday, April 25, 3 pm
Centerbrook Architects – THE CUBE
67 Main Street, Centerbrook
Restoring Historic Fish Runs in the Falls River

Tuesday, February 4, 7 pm
Essex Town Hall, 29 West Avenue
Bears Revisited
Felicia Ortner of The Bear Reality, has been involved in bear
research in Connecticut for over 25 years and will update us
on the resurgence of bears in our area, their numbers and
their habitats as well as discuss how we can co-exist with
them. Snow date: February 6.

Monday, March 2, 2pm
Essex Town Hall, 29 West Avenue
Pollinators
Nancy DeBrule-Clemete of Organic Natureworks Horticultural Services, specializes in organic gardening, landscape
design, consultation and maintenance. She will speak
about pollinators, their impact on our environment and
their habitats. Co-sponsored with the Essex Garden Club.
Thursday, March 19, 7pm
Essex Library, 33 West Avenue
The Living Landscapes – Native Plantings for Beauty,
Sustainability and Habitat
Anne Penniman, Professional Landscape Architect, ASLA,
is a registered landscape architect with over 30 years of
experience in both public and private work. She will
speak about native plant communities, individual local
and native species as well as how to incorporate native
plants into gardens and landscapes.
Thursday, April 16, 5:30 pm
Essex Meadows, 30 Bokum Road
The Essex Land Trust Annual Meeting
Join us for ELT's festive cocktail party and annual meeting.
Light food will be served. Tickets ($30) for the buffet
(5:30-6:30) will be available at the door. The business
meeting and presentation that follow are free to all.
Non-members welcome.
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Meet at the public Boat Launch below Essex Town
Park. Bring your boat for an early summer kayak/canoe
trip to South Cove, led by naturalist, Phil Miller who
will describe the history and wildlife of these coastal
areas. Participants should register on site and launch
their own boats prior to the 2 pm departure. A safety
boat will accompany. Bad weather cancels.

Steve Gephard of the CT DEEP, Fisheries Division and Sally
Harold, formerly from The Nature Conservancy’s CT Chapter,
have partnered on fish passage restoration projects for
nearly two decades. Most recently, their efforts in the
completion of two fishways in Centerbrook. Join us as
Sally and Steve discuss why river restoration matters,
which fish they are targeting and what has been accomplished. It’s springtime, so the fish should be running.
Take a peek through the viewing window of the newest
fishway at Centerbrook Architects on the Mill Pond Dam.
Co-sponsored with the Essex Library.

Saturday, June 13, 5:30 pm
14 Main Street, Essex
Annual Concert in the Park
Join us at the Essex Main Street Park for a summer BYO
picnic and concert by the Essex Corinthian Jazz Band.
Bring chairs, blankets. Relax or Dance! Bad weather cancels.

Saturday, May 16, 8:30 am
Essex Meadows, 30 Bokum Road
Birding and Nature Walk
ELT Board member Jim Denham will lead a 1-2 hour walk
through Essex Meadows' woods to explore the peak bird
migration and breeding season. You will see and hear
dozens of species around this diverse landscape. All levels
of knowledge are welcome. Refreshments will be provided
at the conclusion of the walk, courtesy of Essex Meadows.
Bad weather cancels.
Tuesday, May 19, 7 pm
Essex Town Hall,
29 West Avenue
Discovering Opossums
Join Barbara Hawes,
a licensed Wildlife
Rehabilitator with the
State of Connecticut-DEEP
for over 21 years, to learn about
opossums, their unusual behaviors and
survival instincts. She will bust the myths
and present the truth about these
unique North American marsupials.

Saturday, July 18, 10 am
End of Oxbow Lane, off of Meadow Woods Road
Three Properties Hike
Join us on a hike through three abutting land trust
properties: Woodja Hill, Doanes’ Woods and James
Glen. You will discover varied flora and wildlife habitats
of open field, upland forest, wetlands, beaver pond
and vernal pools. Purchased in 2018, Woodja Hill is an
18.5-acre ridge property; Doanes’ Woods Preserve is a
large flat wooded area which drops steeply to the east
and adjoins the James Glen Preserve, a lightly wooded,
four-acre stream valley and the oldest of the three
properties. These preserves include a wooded ravine
with creek and rock outcroppings. The hike will start
from the Woodja Hill parking area located at the end
of Oxbow Lane.
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