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The Essex Land Trust held its Annual Meeting on April 24th, 2025. Over 100 members and
supporters enjoyed a reception prior to the business meeting held at Essex Meadows. The
meeting featured President Jeff Croyle, Program & Events Director Tom Gezo, Treasurer Deb
Carreau, Preserve Management Director Leif Owens, and Vice President Bob Nussbaum.

Highlights of the Past Year

+ We announced the addition of a 23-acre preserve located in lvoryton and Westbrook. Toby Hill
Ridge comprises forested upland and is accessed from Toby Hill Road, off of Pond Meadow
Road. There are two trails and a parking area. One of the preserve's distinctions is that a
wetland in its eastern section feeds the Falls River to the north and the Trout Brook (and
eventually Long Island Sound) to the south.

» Bob Nussbaum was recognized for receiving the Melvin Woody Award from the Lower
Connecticut River Council of Governments. The award is given annually to an organization or
individual that has significantly contributed to the conservation of the lower Connecticut River
region. Bob was recognized for his 17 years of outstanding service to the Essex Land Trust and

surrounding areas. By the Numbers

770 acres, 24 preserves, 78 trails covering 36 miles
Responsible for 66% of Town open space

470 members 10,000 volunteer hours
Over 40 events 47 American Chestnut trees
ELT accredited by The 3 pollinator areas
Land Trust Alliance 23 bird nest sites

1600 social media followers

» The Programs & Events team, comprised of Bill and Lisa Leonard, Abbe MacLise, Mary Lou
Bowen, Rebecca and Chris Dowler, Leigh Dorrington, Dee Brennan and led by Tom Gezo
created a full calendar of activities for all ages. An important achievement was the launch of
two exciting programs to get next generations excited about the environment. Season
specific scavenger hunts were created and a 32-page Explorer’s Guide was published with
interesting information about nature and the environment. They are available for
downloading from our website and at the Essex and Ivoryton Libraries.

+ We conducted a survey of our membership receiving 177 responses. There was valuable
feedback to help us refine our programs and results show we are aligned with our members.

Treasurer's Report

We had an exceptional year in 2024 with all income categories including dues, unrestricted
donations, grants and sponsorships increasing by double digits. Operating income of $190,000
was up 65% from 2023. Grants from The Nature Conservancy, the Connecticut Land
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and included $107,000 of acquisition costs associated with the Toby Hill Ridge Preserve and
Turtle Creek. Excluding acquisition costs, operating expenses were $103,000 and 5% higher
than prior year. We are thankful for the generous support from all our donors and especially
appreciate continued support from our Conservators for Life, and those making donations in
memory of or in honor of individuals.
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Stewardship Report

The stewardship team comprises more than 40 individuals who make it all happen. They have

collectively put in thousands of hours over the past year to maintain and improve our 770 acres

of habitat. Projects over the past year included:

» Taking over the recently acquired Turtle Creek Preserve, which involved installing signage,
blazing trails, and substantial tree work.

* We have begun the process of incorporating the newly acquired Toby Hill Ridge Preserve by
removing debris, cutting and clearing trails, posting boundary signs, and capping old perc test
pipes.

 As part of his Eagle Scout badge, Zachary Scott of Scout Troop 13 led the design, fund raising,
and construction of a structure to store our tractor attachments at Cross Lots. This structure
will protect them from the elements, extending their life expectancy.

« Valley Regional High School Warriors in the Community students and teachers once again
volunteered as part of their community service day. 36 students across 4 different sites
handled a number of projects: parking lot repairs and improvements at Windswept Ridge and
Cross Lots along with invasive plant removal at The Preserve and Woodja Hill.

» As part of our commitment to promote healthy wildlife habitats, we obtained a grant from the
CT Land Conservation Council to develop a management plan for Johnson Farm focused on
creating and maintaining healthy ecosystems to prepare for climate change.

« Other projects included replacing a bridge and boardwalk at Fern Ledge; meadow clearing
work at Woodja Hill with the help of the Hotchkiss School alumni day of service; managing and
maintaining pollinator areas at Osage Trails, the Essex Historical Society’'s Pratt House, and
Cross Lots’ pollinator meadow; caring for our American Chestnut orchard where the trees now
range from 4’ to over 15. We may see some blooms and our first harvest of nuts in 2026, after
purposeful manual pollination, continuing efforts towards more blight resistant American
Chestnuts.

« Special thanks to our core team of garden volunteers led by Pam Peters: Lisa Krall, Lois Tolley,
Dita Varleta, Catharine Wagner, Cynthia Field, and Ellen Pfarr, as well as stewards Joell Jacobs,
John Cosenza, Al Macgregor, and Myron Stacks.

» Our bird steward, John Mikstay, has been maintaining 23 nesting sites across our properties.
Bluebird nest boxes donated by Wild Birds Unlimited of Old Saybrook have yielded numerous
fledglings not just of Bluebirds but also of Tree Swallows and House Wrens.
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 After receiving a grant from the Connecticut Ornithological Association, we installed a Purple
Martin gourd house rack system at the Great Meadow. Monitored by steward Kristen Owens,
the hope is to attract a new colony of Purple Martins.

Special Recognition

Retiring Board Members Paul Greenberg and Joel Anik were recognized for their many years of
contributions to the land trust. Paul Greenberg is stepping down after two decades of board
service, but will continue to be part of the Land Acquisition Committee. Paul has left his mark
in just about every corner of the land trust including: Thatchbed Island, Program & Events, our
first Trail Guide, as Board member, President and chair of the Land Acquisition Committee. As
the champion of the land trust's acquisition strategy since 2011, Paul has been the architect of
two dozen transactions involving 13 preserves and over 380 acres. He has left a lasting impact
on the scenic beauty and environmental health of our town.

Joel Anik is leaving the board after 8 years of service, the last four in which he chaired our
Finance Committee. Joel leveraged his background in accounting and consulting to strengthen
our organization. Notably, Joel led the land trust's reaccreditation initiative with the national
Land Trust Alliance keeping us on top of leading edge conservation practices that guarantee
we maintain strong fiscal accountability. He also was involved in our most recent Strategic Plan
update.

Board Matters

Two new Board members were elected at our annual meeting. Bob Dryfoos: Assistant to the
Treasurer since 2022, expert on QuickBooks and our processes, retired IBM Senior Staff
Member, independent IT consultant and small business owner. John Hinks: retired corporate
leader with Fidelity Investments and consultant supporting small non-profits scale their
operations with a focus on digital leadership, innovation and customer engagement. Current
Board members Chet Arnold, Jeff Croyle, and Leif Owens were relected to 3-year terms. Board
classes are the following:

2026 2027 2028
Deb Carreau Jim Denham Chet Arnold
Carrie Daly Tom Gezo Jeff Croyle
Bob Nussbaum Peter Holland Leif Owens

John Hincks Kathryn Ryan Bob Dryfoos

At the meeting's conclusion, the Board elected the following officers: Jeff Croyle, President,
Deb Carreau, 1st Vice President, Bob Nussbaum, 2nd Vice President, Bob Dryfoos, Treasurer,
and Carrie Daly, Secretary.

The Essex Land Trust acquires, preserves, and manages its open space to protect
the environment and small-town character of the villages of Centerbrook, Essex, and
Ivoryton for current and future generations and to provide our community with
recreational and educational opportunities through strategic acquisitions and
responsible stewardship of properties with significant environmental value.

Our vision is to provide the Essex community with a network of permanently
protected preserves that give residents of all ages ample opportunities to enjoy the
beauty of nature while safeguarding our waterways, wetlands, and supporting healthy
wildlife habitats.
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This 2024 Essex Land Trust Members and Contributors list includes all family, individual,
corporate memberships, contributing foundations and organizations plus those making
matching grants, and individuals in whose names we received memorial tributes during the
year. We also list members of the the Falls River Society, individuals who have decided to
include the land trust in their wills. The support of all donors makes it possible for us to pursue
our mission of acquiring, preserving, and managing open space to protect the environment
and character of our community.

We value your continued involvement and support in 2025 and encourage you to visit one of
our 24 preserves representing 770 acres. Learn more about the land trust and read about

upcoming events by visiting our website at essexlandtrust.org.

Conservator for Life

John & Susan Abbot

Chet & Wendy Arnold

Janice Atkeson

Charles Atwood & David

Dedmon

Leslie & Cotty Barlow

Hollis & Gery Barry

Mrs. John Bent

Ina S. Bomze

Richard & Barbara Booth

Alison & Stephen Brinkmann

John A. Bross

Joanne Browne

Mark Brustolon

Ed & Suzy Burke

Jennifer Tate & Walker Burns

Grant & Peggy Cambridge

David Canfield

Kathi Cannon

Richard Carlson

Michael & Susan Carlucci

Shirley & Judson Carr

Deborah & Wright Carreau

Bill Chatman

Ann Thompson & Jim
Childress

Herb Clark

Community Foundation of
Middlesex County

Gary D. Comstock

Bill Connolly

Conservator for Life
Mary Coolidge

Peter Coombs & Jane Siris
Kate Cordsen

Jeff Croyle & Pam Peters
Danielle Danese

Tom & Alyson Danyliw

Mr. & Mrs. Jan Deknatel
Emme & Jonathan Deland
Jim & Carol Denham
Robert L. Doane

Rob & Linda Douglas
Robert & Theresa Dryfoos
Reynolds Du Pont, Jr.
Kathleen Duggan

Judith Duran

Ostrom Enders

Bob & Debbie English
Essex Savings Bank

Mr. Harry Fanslau, Sr.
Joseph Feczko & Leighton
Gleicher

Cynthia & Roger Field
John & Lily Flory

William J. & Sandra M. French
John & Debbie Fuller

The Fuller Family Foundation
Lori & Geoff Furtney
Eleanor Schneider

The Galiette Family

Joseph Garner & Leslie Scoutt

Richard W. Gates

Conservator for Life

Tom & Evelyn Gezo

Bruce & Taffy Glowac

Jenifer Grant & Ron Noe

Paul & Phyllis Greenberg

Bob & Susan Grillo

Janet & Malcolm Gross

Dee Grover

Barbara & Steve Haines

Frank & Barbara Hall

Angela & Michael Halperin

David & Verena Harfst

Kristin Harris & lan T.
Douglas

Frank P. Heinemann

The Hermes Foundation, Inc.

Rob Hernandez

Chuck & Cathy Hill

Dana & Joan Hill

Charles & Tammy Hinckley

Donn & Leslie Holland

P.J. Hovey & Ralph Heath

Jacqueline Hubbard &

Norman Needleman

Barbara & Robert Hughes

Jeff & Julia Hutchinson

Maureen Hyde

Melissa Jacobsen

John & Emily Johl

Ned & Helene Johnson

Polly Johnson

Joan & Keith Jones



Conservator for Life
Mary Jones

Kathy & Tom Kallman
Kathryn S. Katz

Christopher & Sarah Keenan
Judy Kelsey

Jon & Catherine Kirby

The Kitchings Family

Lisa Krall

Phillip Krall

Mara Lavitt & D. Hayne Bayless

Gudrun LeLash & Harry Bird

Jean M. Leuchtenburg

Moses Lieberman

Terry & Bette Lomme

Jeff & Judy Lovelace

The Lyon Family

Carol MacElwee

Alan & Barbara Macgregor

Wendy & John Madsen

Kathleen Maher & Chip
Goodrich

Susan Malan & Robert Ward

Al & Barbara Marulli

Joanne E. Masin

Sophie Masin

John & Alex Matthiessen

George L. Maxwell

Ross & Susan McConnell

David McDonald & Dita Varleta

Locke & Sara MclLean

Joseph & DeniseMarie Kaire
Mendler

Mimi Merton

Karen Milano

Philip Miller

Robert & Carolyn Miller

Wilk & Dagmar Miller

Mitchel-Foster Associates, LLC
Garret & Mary Penniman Moran

MUR Properties

Bob Nussbaum & Claire
Matthews

Carmen O'Connor

Sue O'Connor

Patrick & Amy O'Keefe
Wini Olson

Leif & Kristen Owens

Conservator for Life
William L. Palmer & Family
Terry Parkinson
Joan & Douglas Paul
George & Anne Lacouture
Penniman
Dr. Michael & Susan Perl
Michael Plouf & Toni
Robinson
Rives & Nancy Potts
Barbara Preston
Mr. & Mrs. Peter S. Prichard
Ernie & Linda Reamer
Pam Reeser & David
Winstead
Mark J. Reeves
Joan & Bill Reichenbach
Lynn Richardson
Richard Rieder
River View Cemetery
Dr. Allan Rubenstein & Dr.
Jane Halperin Rubenstein
Tom & Lucy Rutherford
Barbara Sarrantonio
Michael Saxe
Linda & Philip Scheffler
Rennie & Judy Schoonmaker
Mr. & Mrs. John Senning
David & Theresa Sistare
Brant Smith
Helen Smits & Roger
LeCompte
Barbara & Myron Stacks
Madeline Stanley
Catherine Stevens & Juliette
Meeus
Janet & Michael Stoner
Fowler Storms
Jim & Robbi Storms
Zack Storms
Jeffrey Sund & Jane Piro
Robert Surdam & Patricia
Ellis
Amanda & Mike Tevis
Howard Tunick
Peggy & Howard Tuttle
Jody Van Loan
Jim & Nancy Vaughn

Conservator for Life
The Waldo Trust

Mimi & Stuart Warner
Molly & David Watkins

vy Weiss

Tom & Betsy Whidden

Mr. & Mrs. William Whitney
Rosemary Willis

Dorinda & Mark Winkelman
Matthew & Judith Winkler
Vicky Winterer

Explorer

Wendy & Todd Bodell

Carl Boland & Jennifer

Clark

Lynn Cochrane & Ted

Potter

Thomas & Sally Crawford

Genie & Rodney Devine

Earl & Liz Fowler

Victoria Hanor & Charles
Bumbar

Anne & John Hincks

Fred & Lu Huntington

Barbara Prendergast

The Rogers Family

Elizabeth & Marc Schnitzer

Gregory & Mary-Jo
Toczydlowski

Beth & Michael Whitcomb

Scott & Vicki Williams

Adventurer

Paula & Joel Anik
Diana & Bob Annon
The Blicharz Family
Kathleen & Lawrence
Bolanowski
Marylou & lan Bowen
Sam Bowles & Elisabeth
Wood
Brett D. Carey
Jennifer Chu & John
Weikart
Michael & Beth Crain
Anthony J. B. Cutone
The D'Occhio Family
James & Carrie Daly



Adventurer

Marialina Dominguez

Robert J. Donohue

Keith Michael Fiels & Deirdre

Brennan

Peter & Lilith Fondulas

John & Corinne Forster

Michael Furgueson & Adeline

Neubert

Marilou & Andrew Griswold

Deb Griswold

Kathy Hajjar

Steve Hall & Steph Hartell

Scott and Karen Harris

Richard & Elise Helmecki

Jenny & Peter Holland

Candace Holmes

Tom & Valerie 1zzo

Susan Jobson

James L. Kerr & Helen H.

Miller

Richard & Jennifer Kollmer

Boris Konstorum

William & Lisa Leonard

Joseph Lux & Margaret
Fagan

Sally & George Mayer

Louis Mazzarese

Sally & Ken McGovern

Ben McGuire & Joshua Janson

Henry & Sharon Mclnerney

Alan & Clara Miller

Dr. & Mrs. Thomas Muhlfelder

Elizabeth Normen

Eleanor Perkins

Humbert Polito

Anna Pollock

Leslie Quarrier & Peter Amos

Howard Rifkin & Devon

Dabbs

Emma Rincon

John & Kathryn Ryan

Jim Scala

Susan & Peter Scott

Laura Singer

Stacy & Richard Smith

Susanna & Patrick Smith

Thomas & Karen Smith

Adventurer

Tom Soboleski

Steve Spott & Sierra Curtiss
Terry Stewart

Jay Stuart

Edmund & Corrine Terry

Lois Stahlbush Tolley
Charles Tremayne & Caroline
Grist

Ursula Wilson

Treker

Tom Atkinson

Joanna Aversa

The Baczewski Family

George Ann Bardenheier

John Becker & Family

Diana Blair

Stephen & Linda Boatti

Pierre & Dawn Boulanger

Cathy Burnett & Arthur Bogen

Paul & Maureen Butler

Mary C. Colburn

Elizabeth Comstock

David & Audrey Conrad

Laura Copland & Michael
Pressman

Michael Cunningham

Carol Daly

Alan Divoll & Dee Ferris

David & Janet Dorrance

Rebecca & Chris Dowler

Elaine M. Erdman

Neal Fisher & Susan Grant

Stuart & Karin Fisher

Peter B. Fleischer

Brenda & Chad Floyd

Dwight Fowler

Jim Francis

Steve Gephard & Leslie
MacLise-Kane

Jim Godsman

Ann Goodwin & Patrick

Callahan

Chuck & Rose Grusse

Mr. & Mrs. David T. Guernsey, Jr.

Patricia L. Harper
Mellicent Hawke
John Heiser

Trekker

Susan Henry

Dick & Gail Hoxsey

Mark Kayfez

Lynn & Robert Keller

Maxine Klein & David
Zeleznik

Stephen & Janice Knauth

Mihae Lee & Bill Purvis

Craig & Kathy Lifland

Nikki Lindberg

Jennifer Longworth

Rona Malakoff & Ethan
Goller

Bob Malchiodi

Bob & Alison Marcinek

Stan & Linda Marciniec

Dick & Pat Mather

Lisa Melnicsak & Keith
Kelley

Alan Miller & Janet R.
Sparrow

Len & Beebe Miller

Ron & Sue Nelson

David & Brenda Newbegin

Philip & Linda Nuzzo

John Paholski

August F. Pampel, Jr.

Karen Paulson

Gregory & Jan Perruccio

Whitney Weeks & Doug

Pickett

Carol Pierce

Mary Ann & Fred Pleva

Tom & Mary-Louise Polo

Robin Pool

Dennis & Verity Powers

Norma Rogin

Mr. & Mrs. Michael T.
Ryland

Susan E. Saltus

Roger Salway

Ms. Judith M. Saunders

Peter Sawkins & Christine
Hagan

Jane M. Syme

Lois & Ken Thomsen

Kathleen McKinney Tucker



Trekker

Colin Vallance & Zaynep
Aydogan-Vallance

Jill Vaughn & Chip Rutan

Catharine Wagner

Karen Walsh

Gary & Carol Weed

Debra Whalen

William & Elisa Young

Polly W. Zarella

Hiker

Frank, Joan & Laura Behrendt

Loretta Berry

Dudley & Mary Lawrence
Bickford

Linda Bierrie

Kathryn Bonomi & Sam
Tanenhaus

Paul Brucker

Linda Brughelli

Susan Campbell

Anthony & Mary Cannella

Edward Canuel

Joseph Carfagno

David A. Carlson

Mark Carroza

Angela Chamberlin

Katherine Clark-Nilsson

David & Merry Coleman

Elizabeth H. Cook

Bob & Sue Cornell

Ronald & Mary Ellen
Cozzolino

Catherine Craighead

Christine Rogers & Marc

Croteau

Tanya Cutolo

Fred & Carol DeCrescentis

Sheri & Joe Dieso

Joe & Karen DiRenzo

Leigh Dorrington

Michele & James D. Duffy

Craig Elkin

Daniel & Karen Ernst

Bruce Feller & Lydia Conca

Finlay & Mary Ferguson

Jill Frazer

Hiker

Anne Gantner

Patricia Garrity

The Gatto Family

Patrick Gilbert

Karen Giugno

Denise & Scott Gravatt

Aimie Gresham & Vince
Mangano

Elizabeth Hagan

Robert & Thelma
Halloran

Jeff Harder

Kathy & Larry Heebner

Raymond Hinchcliffe

Renate Houchin

Patricia Hurley

Kayla Hushin

Janet Irving

Burton & Susan Jaynes

Peter C. Jenkin

Alexandra Johnson

Susan Kaufmann

Joanne N. Kelley

Louisa Ketron

Beth & Bob Labriola

Gordon Laing

Breck & Susan Lardner

Semenov-Leiva Family

Sharon Lewis

Jim Lockhart

Nicole Logan

Amelia Lord

Abbe MacLise

Michele Marshall

Linda Mathew

Richard Mawhinney

Scott McCoid

Anne S. McCook

Sandra E. Mills

Sarah Miner

Daria Nettleton

Diane M. Niles

The Novinski Family

Robert Osborn Jr.

Jim & Ann Marie Otis

David Petersen

Hiker

Denise Peterson

Anne Picciano & Harvey
Pinger

Joseph & Beverly Pierz

Pollak Family

E J Rafaloski

The Rev. & Mrs. George W.
Razee

Todd Rossel

Rebecca Russell

Carol & William
Schneiderhan

Mary Lee Schroeter

George & Dianne Sexton

Douglas Shomo

Michael & Karen
Silverberg

Denise Smith

Susan & Randy Sokol

Joan & Nicholas Squeglia

Lynne Stiles

Jack & Barbara Stillwaggon

Barbara Ellen Stratton

Paul Thornwall

Claire Tiernan

Eric Tillman

Bill & Gail Tubbs

Hans & Barbara Ullstein

William J. Vile Sr.

Kate Webb

Lana & Robert Westgate

Chet White

Janice Wilson

Andrea Woolston

Joseph Youll



Corporate Members

Acer Gardens

A. J. Shea Construction

Bartlett Tree Experts

Bluewater Millwork &
Construction

Brett Law, LLC

Burr Capital Advisors

Centerbrook Architects and

Planners

Computer Signs

Essex Hardware

Essex Meadows, Inc.

Essex Printing Company, LLC

Essex Savings Bank

Giroux Landscaping LLC

Haskins Electric

L. C. Doane Company

Mara Lavitt

Richard W. Gates

Stevens Excavating

The Clark Group

Tower Laboratories, Ltd.

Wild Birds Unlimited

WollackLewitz

YearOne

Gifts in Memory
Sherry Clark

Glen Jacobsen
Jean Leuchtenburg
Kate McSpadden
Ann Nussbaum
Caleb Penniman
Carl Shroeter

Fred Szufnarowski
Bruce Weiss

Gifts in Honor of
Jeff Croyle

Tom Gezo

Al Macgregor

Matching Grants
3M Foundation
Pfizer Foundation
PeoplesBank

Foundations and Organizations

Carlson Family Foundation

Chester Kitchings Family Foundation

Community Foundation of Middlesex County

Community Foundation of Middlesex County/Janvrin Fund
Community Foundation of Middlesex County/Jones Family Fund
Community Foundation of Middlesex County/Marilyn C. Fall Fund
Essex Lions Charities

Essex Savings Bank

Enid Storm Dwyer Foundation

Friends of the Essex Library

Guilford Savings Bank Charitable Fund

Hickory Point Charitable Fund

Hodder Family Foundation

Joanne E. Masin Foundation

Joseph & Leighton Feczko Family Fund

McWab Fund

Meeus-Stevens Charitable Fund

MRB Foundation

Phyllis M. McDowell Fund for the Environment

Pledgling Foundation

Sherry & Herb Clark Family Fund

The Whelan Family

Falls River Society
Fisher Buell

Elizabeth Callender
Sarah Cochran

Anne Comstock

Jeff Croyle

Daniel Dewey

Elizabeth Dewey

Harriet Cheney Downing
Jean R. Hanor

Janice Knauth
Stephen Knauth
Robert Nussbaum
Pamela Peters
Philip Putnam

Fred Szufnarowski
Barbara Sarrantonio
Richard Tredwell
Estelle lves Zahn
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Essex Land Trust website: www.essexlandtrust.org
Email: info@essexlandtrust.org




